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-This year the focus of the Award is decarbonization and creation 
of quality jobs

The SDG Business Pioneers Award is the final event of the yearly competition for business 
leaders of sustainable development, which aims to promote private sector efforts in the field 
of sustainable development in the country. This activity is organized under the framework of 
the “SDGs Roll-out Support and Private Sector Engagement” Project, implemented by UNDP 
BiH and financed by Sweden.

The SDG Business Pioneers Award sheds light on the efforts of the private sector companies 
relating to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in BiH and motivates 
new entrepreneurs to create their business models in alignment with the SDGs. Therefore, 
companies can apply in two thematic areas – “People” and “Resources and Environment”.

  The application call for the Business 
  Pioneers Award in Bosnia and 
  Herzegovina for 2021 is open! »



The thematic area „People“ focuses on recognizing companies that create new and quality 
jobs by offering an equal opportunity to all and having rules that apply to all. Through this 
area, companies that work on creating opportunities for employing youth, women, categories 
at risk, etc., are recognized. 

The thematic area „Resources and Environment“ is directed at recognizing companies that 
actively work on reducing their ecological footprint, those that invest in new technologies 
and develop their own solutions. If your company abides by certain ecological standards, if it 
invests in techologies to decrease its negative impact to the environment, such as installing 
solar panels, recycling production materials, decreasing the usage of electric energy, transi-
tioning to more efficient and more ecologically sustainable production materials, etc., then 
your company is a good candidate for this thematic area.

The evaluation methodology was developed based on the UN Global Compact Methodology 
and the Global Reporting Initiative Sustainability Reporting Standards and was adapted to the 
local context.

The application call is open from January 1st to March 31st 2021.
The application process is based on the e-application acccessible via:  https://zamisli2030.ba/
business-pioneers-2021/apply-now/. 



FIPA Activities

 »   The Swiss Ambassador visited FIPA

The Director of the Foreign Investment Promotion Agency of BiH (FIPA) Milica Marković received the 
Ambassador of Switzerland to BiH HE Daniel Hunn to discuss the current economic cooperation be-
tween the two countries with a focus on realized investments from Switzerland, and the interest of 
new investors in investing in BiH.

She informed the Ambassador about the possibilities for investing in the energy and agricultural sec-
tor, as well as the IT, wood and tourism sectors, emphasizing the importance of using natural poten-
tials in order to promote the investment opportunities of Bosnia and Herzegovina. She pointed out 
that the cooperation between FIPA and the Embassy is very important on many bases, and above all 
in enabling potential investors to get relevant data on investment possibilities in BiH.

The Ambassador Hunn pointed out that there is great potential for investing in BiH diaspora in Swit-
zerland which numbers over 60,000 people in this country.

FIPA is available to investors for all issues, from those related to company registration, through the nec-
essary permits to labour law, and has a large number of technically well-prepared investment projects 
that can be implemented in the short term.
The Agency and the Embassy can cooperate more in the field of organizing business forums between 
Swiss investors and domestic project proponents.
Switzerland is at 10th place in terms of the amount of investments in BiH, with 457 million BAM in-
vested so far. Among the most important investors from Switzerland in BiH are: Arcelor Mittal (metal 
industry), Daccomet AG - Standard a.d. Prnjavor (wood industry), Bontex d.o.o. Maglaj (textile indus-
try), Wagner Automotive d.o.o. Gradačac (automotive industry), etc.



  

  Ambassador of Japan at a meeting with  
  the FIPA Director
-ORGANIZATION OF A BUSINESS FORUM IN ORDER TO IMPROVE BUSINESS CO-
OPERATION BETWEEN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA AND JAPAN

 »
The Director of the Foreign Investment Promotion Agency of BiH (FIPA) Milica Marković talked 
with the Ambassador of Japan to BiH, HE Makoto Ito on the possibilities for improving eco-
nomic cooperation and attracting investments from Japan to BiH.

It was agreed to organize a high-level Business Forum in the presence of relevant ministers and 
representatives of the two countries, at which investment opportunities, business environ-
ment and investment projects from Bosnia and Herzegovina would be presented to Japanese 
companies, especially those which have been already operating in the region and Europe and 
which have intentions of further expansion.

It was pointed out that in addition to the automotive industry; there are numerous opportuni-
ties in the food production sector, health tourism and the IT sector.

 »



In addition to FIPA and relevant BiH Ministries and institutions, the organization of the 
planned forum will include the Embassy of Japan in BiH, the representative of FIPA in Japan Mr 
Shigehiko Nishihama and the Foreign Trade Organization of Japan JETRO from Vienna with the 
aim to gather as many Japanese businessmen, potential investors, in order to present them 
investment opportunities of BiH. 

Considering the fact that there are no significant registered investments from Japan in BiH, 
this event is an excellent opportunity to promote Bosnia and Herzegovina and to change the 
current situation in the field of investments.

As a result of the visit of about twenty Japanese investors to BiH in October 2016, four of them 
had meetings with the Japanese company Makita from Romania to discuss the possibility of 
cooperation.
Director Marković pointed out that Japanese investments are welcome, because the BiH 
economy and citizens of BiH have great confidence in Japanese diligence and precision. 
Considering that Japan is one of the largest donors in our country (from 1996 to 2020, about 
1 billion BAM were given through grants in all parts of BiH), Director Marković used the 
opportunity to thank Japan for its assistance to Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Visit to BS Telecom Solutions »
Representatives of FIPA, the Ministry of Economy of Sarajevo Canton and the Municipality of 
the Centre visited a company with foreign capital - BS Telecom Solution. This visit is carried out 
as part of the activities of the Cooperation Network for Investor Support.

The company BS Telecom Solution has been operating at the market of BH since 2002 and 
employs over a hundred people, of which 80are engineers. In their business, they encountered 
many administrative barriers, which were discussed at the meeting, and which will be presented 
to the competent institutions.

However, despite all the problems, the company continues to operate successfully. They 
produce and deliver complete telecommunication information systems, which are based on 
modern technologies and their own technological research.

About half of their products are exported to the regional market.



FIPA BUSINESS NEWS

TN Bosnia is building a new production  »
-The Japanese-owned company is building a new plant in Konjic and 
employs another 150 workers

Tsubaki-Nakashima TN Bosnia d.o.o. Konjic, which is engaged in the production of conical 
rollers for the automotive and railway industries, began activities to expand production 
capacity, which in the coming period, will enable an increase in employees from the current 
150 to over 300 workers.

It is planned to build a hall on 10,000 square meters.

The project is of great importance for the local community and young people who will get the 
opportunity to work for this company, which is 100% export-oriented and has a market at all 
continents.



 »
Being the crossroads of many civilizations, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina is rich with archaeological remains, from 
the Neolithic, Roman, Illyrian and Medieval periods. 

The most specific and well known are the hand-carved 
tombstones (stećak) that date back over 700 years to the 
Middle Ages. These unique monuments of ancient native 
artistic tradition, which are scattered all around 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, have become almost a national 
symbol. In addition, there are numerous remains of 
medieval towns and castles from same period.

”MUST SEE” places in BiH  »



 »Mostar Old Bridge, in the Old Town in the very centre 
of Mostar, was built in 1566, by the Ottoman architect, 
Mimar Hajrudin, who erected this stone bridge in what was 
then just a small Turkish outpost in southern Bosnia and 
Herzegovina. 

The bridge spans the emerald green waters of the Neretva 
River and came to be known as “Stari Most”, or Old Bridge. 
The outpost grew into a city and was eventually named after 
the bridge - Mostar, or “keeper of the bridge.” Today, this 
bridge is included in the UNESCO World Heritage List. (Read 
more on : www.unesco.org)

”MUST SEE” places in BiH  »



 »
”MUST SEE” places in BiH

 »Počitelj is a unique settlement, listed as a potential UNESCO 
heritage site. The Hadi-Alija Mosque has been reconstructed 
as well as the Šišman-Ibrahimpašina medresa and the Gavran 
Kapetanovi house, all of which are open to visitors. 

The most striking object in Počitelj is the Sahat-kula, a  
silo-shaped fort that towers from the top of the hill 
above the town. It housed watchmen and military to guard 
against possible invasion from the Neretva Valley. Besides its 
stunning oriental architecture and Ottoman feel, Poitelj 
hosts the longest operating art colony in South Eastern 
Europe. 

”MUST SEE” places in BiH  »



 »National park Hutovo Blato, an oasis of peace, is situated 
in southern Herzegovina and is a protected zone and 
important bird reserve. 

This unique sub-Mediterranean swamp of superb beauty and 
importance accommodates birdwatchers, nature lovers and 
families with children alike.

(Read more on : www.bhtourism.ba)

”MUST SEE” places in BiH  »



 »
”MUST SEE” places in BiH

 »Međugorje is located in the mountains near Mostar. 

The small town is incredibly popular with Catholic pilgrims 
- millions of pilgrims have visited the site since 1981, when a 
small group of young people in the village began reporting 
seeing visions of the Virgin Mary on a nearby hillside.

(Read more on: www.medjugorje.hr) 

”MUST SEE” places in BiH  »



 »Perućica in Sutjeska National Park, is one of only two 
remaining mediaeval forests in Europe. 

It is often described as an ancient outdoor museum with a 
magical forest of beautiful 50-meter high spruce and beech, 
200 to 300 year old, trees. The forest is a true gem in terms of 
wildlife and the large number of endemic plants. 

(Read more on : www.greenvisions.ba)

”MUST SEE” places in BiH  »



 »
”MUST SEE” places in BiH

 »Blagaj Buna is one of the finest examples of an 
underground karst river. It flows out of a 200 m cliff wall 
to become the Buna River. 

Unsurprisingly, the Ottoman sultan was impressed, and 
ordered a tekija to be built right next to it. This 16th 
century house/monastery was built for the Dervish cults 
and is still one of the most mystical places in all of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina.

(Read more on: www.bhtourism.ba) 

”MUST SEE” places in BiH  »



 »Rakitnica River Canyon is one of the deepest and most 
profound gorges in Europe. It is a natural wonderland. The 
entire length of the canyon is lined with endemic types of 
flora and fauna. Bears, wolves, wild boar, pine martins, and 
wild goats all take refuge in this difficult to access canyon. 

As many as 32 endemic plants, flowers, and trees can be 
found in this tiny region of the Dinaric Alps. The crystal 
clear water, fed by the high mountains above, is potable 
width=100% for the whole length of the canyon region. 

(Read more on : www.bhtourism.ba)

”MUST SEE” places in BiH  »



 »
”MUST SEE” places in BiH

 »Vjetrenica Caves, near the small town of Ravno and the 
medieval orthodox monastery of Zavala is the largest cave 
system discovered in Bosnia and Herzegovina. This extensive 
cave system has over 6 kilometres of channels, and the 
stunning main channel stretches over 2.5 kilometres.

Amongst the many archeological discoveries are the ancient 
cave drawings of bears and leopards that are estimated 
to be over 10,000 years old. The many small lakes in the 
caves are home to endemic types of shellfish only found in 
deep underground aquifer systems. (Read more on : www.
bhtourism.ba)

”MUST SEE” places in BiH  »



 »Archaeological excavations began recently near Sarajevo 
in the Visoko Valley at what some believe to be a newly 
discovered pyramid complex, the first such monumental 
ancient structures found in Europe. 

In 2005, Semir Osmanagić put forward his theory that a 
100-meter geometrically-shaped hill with evenly shaped sides 
and corners that point north, south, east and west is an 
ancient man-made structure.

(Read more on : www.piramidasunca.ba)

”MUST SEE” places in BiH  »



 »
”MUST SEE” places in BiH Invest in  

Bosnia and Herzegovina 
Your New  

Opportunity

www.fipa.gov.ba



ABOUT US: 

FIPA MISSION:
Foreign Investment Promotion Agency (FIPA) of Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) is a State Agency estab-
lished with the mission to:

-Attract and maximize the flow of foreign direct investment into Bosnia and Herzegovina, and en-
courage existing foreign investors to further expand and develop their businesses in BiH. 
-Facilitate the interaction between public and private sectors, and have an active role in policy ad-
vocacy in order to contribute to continually improving environment for business investment and 
economic development. 
-Promote a positive image of Bosnia and Herzegovina as a country that is attractive to foreign inves-
tors.

FIPA SERVICES
The Agency offers practical assistance in dealing with government institutions, by working directly 
with investors and, more structurally, by assisting the government in improving the legal framework 
for foreign investments. FIPA also assist investors to develop contacts with the public and private sec-
tor.

The fact-sheets with investment-related indicators, matchmaking and sector studies, elaborated by 
FIPA’s experts and independent consultants, ensure that investors are fully aware of the opportunities 
that BiH presents. Moreover, FIPA works alongside the embassies and diplomatic missions of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina that can also help you explore investment opportunities in our country.
FIPA provides data, information, analysis and advice on the business and investment environment, in-
cluding:
-the legal framework for foreign direct investment
-investment incentives 
-economic and business trends 

FIPA identifies and presents available investment opportunities:
-investment projects in the development-phase or ready for implementation
-companies in the process of privatisation
-local companies seeking foreign partners 

FIPA assists both potential investors and those that have already invested in the country through:
-effective networking with both the public and private sector
-linking with governmental and non-governmental institutions to facilitate investment  and busi-
ness development 
-cooperation with local, regional and international organisations to promote and enhance the in-
vestment environment 

To find out more about FIPA’s services, which are all free of charge, contact us directly.

DUBROVAČka 6                                                                         
71000 Sarajevo 

Phone: +387 33 278 080
Fax: +387 33 278 081                                                                     

E-mail: fipa@fipa.gov.ba
www.fipa.gov.ba

FIPA Office Mostar
Knez Višeslava 
88000 Mostar

Phone/Fax: +387 36 558 815

FIPA Office Banja Luka
Jovana Suruutke 13

78000 Banja Luka
Phone/Fax: + 387 51 226 180
Bosnia and Herzegovina                                                  

www.fipa.gov.ba
Follow us on Facebook, YouTube, LinkedIn, Twitter 


